Tissue Viability Society
Charity Name and Number

Tissue Viability Society, registered charity number 1041915

Correspondence address

210 Capella House, Cardiff, CF10 4RE

Trustees

All Trustees served throughout the period covered by this report unless stated otherwise.

Trudie Young, Chair of Trustees

Rhian Davies
Fiona Downie (nee Murphy) (from April 2008)

David Hibbitt

Gill Hiskett (from April 2008)

Jane James (from April 2008)

Clare Morris

Paul Murphy

Jane Nixon, Vice-Chair
Louise O’Connor

Georgina Preston (Treasurer, from April 2008)
Maria Poole

The following Trustees came to an end of their term of office in April 2008

Lyndsey Anton (Treasurer, until April 2008)
Jacky Edwards

Helen Fearnley

Karen Svolkinas

The following Trustees resigned in 2008

Stephen Price (resigned April 2008)
Ann Fowler (resigned May 2008)

Trustees Annual Report for the year ended 31st December 2008

History, objectives and activities of the Society

The Tissue Viability Society was formed in 1981 and became a registered charity in 1994.  
Tissue viability is a growing healthcare speciality that primarily considers all aspects of skin and soft tissue wounds including acute surgical wounds, pressure ulcers and all forms of leg ulceration.

The Tissue Viability Society exists to 

Disseminate to healthcare professionals, academic colleagues, members of the public, policy makers and the bioscience industries and other stakeholders via the Journal of Tissue Viability, the Tissue Viability Society web site and the Tissue Viability Society’s conferences and other events:

• Information relating to the development of tissue viability as a   multi-professional specialism 

• Awareness of classic and contemporary research pertinent to tissue viability 

• Examples of all aspects of peer accepted best clinical practice in tissue viability

Communicate effectively to members and non-members regarding advances in tissue viability

Represent the views of members to healthcare policy makers 

Therefore the Tissue Viability Society through communication, dissemination and sharing of knowledge aims to contribute to and develop the field of tissue viability.  

The association does not offer grants to support work in tissue viability with its main activities focused upon an annual national conference, a quarterly scientific publication, regional study days, newsletters for members and a website sharing information on wounds and tissue viability.

Management and governance arrangements
The constitution provides for a minimum of 7 and a maximum of 15 trustees.  Each Trustee is elected by the members of the Society to serve for a three year term of office with retiring Trustees standing down during the Annual General Meeting held in the Spring.  Prior to the AGM a call for new Trustees is made through the Society’s Journal and web-site and if the number of nominations exceeds the number of vacant Trustee posts a postal election of members is held.  The chair of trustees is responsible for the induction of any new trustee which involves awareness of a trustee’s responsibilities, the constitution, administrative procedures, the history and philosophical approach of the charity. A new trustee receives copies of the previous year’s annual report, accounts, Trustee meeting minutes  and a copy of the Charity Commission leaflet ‘The Essential Trustee: What You Need to Know’.  The trustees annually review the risks that the charity faces.  To date these are primarily related to conference organisation and the appointment of a Professional Conference Organising company has ameliorated the possibility of the failure of the annual conference.  The day-to-day management of the society is performed by a consultant (Dr Michael Clark) given the title of Professional Adviser but in effect executing the duties of a Chief Executive.  At the end of 2008 the TVS moved office within Cardiff to provide more space given the expansion of the Society’s contacts with its members.  

During 2008 the TVS revised its constitution with the revisions being accepted during the spring 2008 AGM.  The Society expenses policy along with a code of conduct for Trustees and consultants was also released during the year.  Attention to these governance issues strengthens the position of the TVS as it seeks to grow in 2009 and subsequent years. One final management arrangement should be noted during 2008 when our Treasurer Lyndsey Anton stepped down having reached the end of her period of office as a trustee.  Georgina Preston agreed to take over as Treasurer and she has been added to the bank signatories for the Society.
Achievements and Performance of the Society
During the year the TVS held a successful conference in Peterborough over the 2nd and 3rd of April 2008.  With over 300 delegates and almost 40 commercial exhibitors the two day event helped to cement the growing reputation of the TVS as a host of clinically and scientifically excellent conferences.
The Journal of Tissue Viability resumed publication in 2008 with 4 issues produced during the year.  The new relationship with Elsevier Ltd developed well over 2008 and library and individual subscriptions to the Journal increased.  The Editorial Board was reconfigured to represent the international dimension of the Society and has members drawn from the UK, Belgium, Austria, Italy, the Netherlands, USA, Japan and Israel.  The Editorial Board met once during the year in Toronto during the World Union of Wound Healing Societies conference.  The Trustees of the Tissue Viability Society would like to thank the previous Editorial Boards for their efforts to develop the Journal of Tissue Viability to the point where it can grow with Elsevier Ltd into a strong national and international source of information on tissue viability.

The year also saw the TVS agree to update its web-site to facilitate the sharing of information and communication between members.  Late in 2008 the Society tasked SomCom Ltd to produce a website for the TVS which could bring photographs and video material to members along with a unique social networking facility to bring TVS members together.  The new website is due to go live in the spring 2009. 

The TVS produced clinical practice guidance on seating and pressure ulcers during 2008 and would like to thank Dr Krzystof Gebhardt and Dr Lesley Stockton for their contribution to this project.  This guidance was produced following an unrestricted educational grant from ArjoHuntleigh and marks a strong contribution of the TVS during 2008 to the improvement of care for people with or vulnerable to pressure ulcers.

Financial review and reserves

During 2008 the income of the Society was £92600 and expenditure was £88822     providing the Society with reserves of £56982.  These would be sufficient to run the management of the Society for a minimum of 6 months.  The Trustees review annually the adequacy of the reserves policy.
Future plans

The TVS plans to continue its strategy of an annual conference along with continued publication of the Journal of Tissue Viability in 2009 and beyond.  The launch of a new web-site in April 2009 will strengthen this aspect of the Society’s actions and allow potential for raising commercial income through the sale of space on the web-site for key commercial supporters to promote educational message and product use videos.  In April 2009 Dr Jane Nixon will step from being Vice-Chairman to Chair of the Trustees and this will focus a new strategic review of the Society’s direction and activities.
Statement of trustees' responsibilities

Charity law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which show a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and its financial activities for that period. In preparing those financial statements, the trustees are required to:

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

• state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended practice have been followed, subject to any departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the charity will continue in operational existence.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 1993. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Independent Examiner

The trustees intend to ask the existing auditors to undertake the independent examination of the Society in the following year.

Signed on behalf of the trustees

Trudie Young, Chair





Jane Nixon, Vice-Chair

Date








Date 

